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Regional Housing Authority Designated a

TheU.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Devel opment hascompl eted
its Section Eight Management A ssess-
ment Program Review and has deter-
minedthat theRHA isaHigh Performer.
ThesereviewsassesstheRHA squal-
ity control system with respect to pro-
grammanagement and compliancewith
program requirements. The Director of
the Office of Public Housing, Robert
Jennings, commended our staff for be-
ing “knowledgeable and committed to
providing highquality service.”
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Asaresult of thisreview, theRHA
can now look into offering two addi-
tional programs, the Homeownership
VouchersandtheFamily Sdf Sufficiency
Program. The Homeownership
Voucher Program alowsfamilieswho
meet certainincome, employment, and
other digibility requirementsto usether
Hous ng ChoiceVVoucher to purchasea
home. The Family Sdlf-sufficiency pro-
gramhelpsvoucher familiesobtainem-
ployment that leadsto economic inde-
pendence. Staff are currently working

Saff of the Housing Choice Voucher Program: (left to right, standing Josephine James,
Kathleen Edwards, sitting Bobbie Jo Wert, Irv “ BK” Kurzbard)

to put small local programsin placeby
2008.

Prior to thisreview, the program
wasin Troubled Status but, with the
changes made by the staff, the entire
program scored above Standard Sta-
tustothe highest leve attainable, High
Performer. Staff continueto makeim-
provementsto the management of the
program. The goal they areworking
towardis95% leaseup and they antici-
pate achieving that goal by January
2007.

This Issue

Regional Housing Authority Designated
a High Performer

PDC Now a HUD-Approved Housing
Counseling Agency

VDOT's Enhancement Grant
Applications Update

Bobbie Jo Wert Recognized for
Outstanding Service

PDC Staff Warmly Welcomes Deborah
Andersen




PDC Now a HUD-Approved Housing
Gounseling Agency

The Accomack-Northampton
Planning Digtrict Commissonisnow a
HUD-approved Housing Counseling
Agency serving Accomack and
Northampton Counties. Thisprogram
requiresthat an agency must be non-
profit, haveexperienceadministeringa
housing counseling program, have
served thepecific geographic areathey
detail intheir application, and beable
tofollow ahousing counsding plan.

The PDC has two counselors on
staff and anticipate another staff mem-
ber becoming certified in the spring.

Thecounsd orsfocuson homeownership
education, budget counsdling, mortgage
delinquency, relocation, and money and
debt management.

Staff assist over 600 local families
with theseissuesevery year thoughthe
Housing Choice Voucher Program,
Community Development Block Grant
Programs, Indoor Plumbing Program,
and Homelessness I ntervention Pro-
gram. Over the course of thenext year,
thestaff will beworking onwaysto ex-
pand thisprogramtoincludemorefami-
lies

Bobbie Jo Wert has been recog-
nized for outstanding servicetotheciti-
zensof Virginiathrough extraordinary
effortsinthefield of housing counsal-
ing. Ms. Wert has been a certified
Housing Counsel or since 2003.

Sheiscertified to offer counsdling
intheareasof generd homeownership,
Section 8 rental and budget counsel-
ing. Ms. Wert hasbeeninstrumental in
the PDC being certified to becomea
HUD-approved Housing Counseling
Agency.

Ms. Wert received theaward at the
2006 Annua Housing Counselor Con-
ferenceinVirginiaBeach. TheVirginia
Association of Housing Counselors
mission isto assure that all low and
moderateincomefamiliesandindividu-
dsareofferedtheopportunity tolivein
safe, decent and affordable housing.
They aso offer training and administer

the certification exams. Ms. Wert chose
tojoin them because sheisespecialy
interested in assisting first time
homeowners. The PDC staff congratu-
latesher on her award.

VDOT’s Enhancement
Applications Update

The Accomack-Northampton
Planning Digtrict Commissionhascom-
pleted four Enhancement Grant, for-
merly T21, applicationsfor locd juris-
dictions.

Cheriton Historic
Streetscape Enhancement

Thisprojectisacontinuation of the
2004 application. Theproject will al-
low the Townto proceed withimprove-
mentstothebusinessarea, including re-
habilitation of Sdewaks. Landscaping
and drainage improvements are also
addressed.

Exmore Downtown
Improvements

Thisis Phase V of the improve-
mentsto thebusinessareain Exmore.
Thisapplicationfocusesonimproving
Front Street’ s streetscape in anticipa-
tion of the new passenger train service
from Cape Charlesto Exmore.

Chincoteague Waterfront
Improvements

A lot near the new bridgelanding
will be purchased and developed toin-
cludeavisitor center, interpretive pan-
elsand parking. Thelotwill asoin-
clude parking for thebridgetenders.

Northampton Gounty Bicycle
Trail

The project includesthe construc-
tion of a1.35 shared use path along
the abandoned railroad near the East-
ern Shoreof VirginiaNationa Wildlife
Refuge’sVisitor Center. Itsend point
a Latimer Siding Road isacrossfrom
Kiptopeke State Park’s southern bi-
cycletrailhead.



PDC Staff Warmly Welcomes
Dehorah Andersen

Ms. Deborah Andersen hasbeen  Deborah, amother of 3 and agrand-
hiredto the position of GrantAccoun- mother of 2, isavalued additiontothe

tant to provide accounting servicesfor  PDC staff.
thegrant programs, aswell asassisting
with variousadministrativeduties.

Prior to being hired by the PDC,
Deborah held the position of Grant
Specidigt withtheU.S. Environmenta
Protection Agency, aposition sheheld
for 20 years. Asthe Grant Specialist
Deborah oversaw dl grant applications
aswell asheing charged with auditing
quaifyingrecipients.

Ms. Andersenisanative of Ohio,
aformer member of our armed forces,
and hasabus nessmanagement degree
from Southwest Texas State Universty.
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If you havequestionsor wouldlike
to discontinueyour subscription, please
contact the Planning Digtrict Commis-
son.

Phone 757-787-2936
Toll Free 866-787-3001
E-Mail anpdc@a-npdc.org
Website www.a-npdc.org
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