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$1.2 Million in Funds Awarded for Housing
Persons with Disabilities

HUD hasannounced the award of
$1.2millionto construct 15 apartments
for personswith disabilities. Theapart-
ments will be located in Exmore on
Occohannock Neck Road. HUD also
awarded $221,000 for 5 yearsto op-
eratethe apartments.

A national non-profit organization,
Accessible Space, Inc. (AS]), will own
and operate the apartmentsin partner-
shipwith the Eastern Shore Center for
Independent Living (ESCIL ), aregiond
serviceprovider and advocatefor per-
sonswithdisabilities.

e :
The Sanderling, AS apartments recent

ASl wasrecruited by theHousing
for Personswith Disabilities Task Force,
acommitteeled by ESCIL Executive
Director AltheaPittman. The Task Force
was created to implement the recom-
mendations of the Eastern Shore Re-
giond Housing Strategic Plan prepared
by the A-NPDC and adopted by Ac-
comack County, Northampton County,
and the Town of Chincoteague. A-
NPDC staff also served on the Task
Force.

“We are extremely pleased about
thisaward. It will fill acritical unmet

ly opened in Chesapeake, Virginia.

need in our region,” said Pittman and
A-NPDC Director Paul Berge. “We
especialy want to thank the Virginia
Housing Deve opment Authority andthe
VirginiaDepartment of Housing and
Community Development for recom-
mending ASl and providingfundstohire
them.”

ASl has developed 117 similar
projectsin 28 statessince 1978, total-
ing 2,606 housing units. Shown below
IS The Sanderling, 19 apartmentsre-
cently openedin Chesapeske, Virginia,
by ASI.




PDC Staff Warmly Welcome Keith
Townsend and Mary Waldron

Mr. Keith Townsend hasbeen hired
to provide administrative support to
variousprogramsfor thePDC. Hisdu-
tiesalsoincludegreeting and assisting
al vistorstothe PDC.

Mr. Townsendisorigindly fromthe
Eastern Shore having graduated from
ArcadiaHigh School in 1991. Heleft
the Shoreto attend Virginia Tech but
returned herein 2005. He started Janu-
ary 16th. We warmly welcome Mr.
Townsend to the PDC and look for-
wardtoworking with him.

e

Ms. Mary Waldron has been hired
to provide bookkeeping servicestothe
PDC. Sheisalso working on collec-
tionsof past dueaccounts.

Ms Wadronisoriginaly fromNew
Jersey and has started her own book-
keeping service, Marden Bookkeeping.
Sheisdsothe Chairman of BusNet and
with her husband isworking on teach-
ingaballroom dancing classat the ESO
ArtsCenter. Wewarmly welcomeMs.
Waldron to the PDC and ook forward
toworkingwith her.

Accomack Manor Housing
Production Project Underway

Accomack Manor construction of
affordabl e senior housing has begun.
Thecomplex islocated on asite near
Rt 13 north of Bailey Road and west
of the Town of Parkdey. Thebuilding
will haveninety unitsand provide one
andtwo bedroomunits. Thefacility will
aso offer community and fitnessrooms
andlaundry facilities.

All thefinancing hasbeen arranged
and construction has been started.
Currently, crewsare preparing the site.
Accomack County’sCDBG financing
will be used to put in the water and

sewage disposal systems. Thedevel-
opment teamisusing tax creditsand pri-
vatefinancing to build thehousing.

Within the next two weeksthewa-
ter and sewage system contract will be
bid. The Accomack-Northampton Re-
gional Housing Assessment and Strate-
gic Plan, adopted in June 2002, identi-
fied the need for 439 units of elderly
housing. Accomack Manor will goa
long way towards meeting theseidenti-
fied needs.

For moreinformetion, contact David
Annisat (757)787-2936.

VirginiaNatural
Gas Study
Released

On January 10, 2006, the Study of
the Possihility of Exploring for Natural
Gasinthe Coastal Areasof the Com-
monwealth was rel eased. The report
concludesthat Virginiashould, if given
the opportunity, allow exploration of
natura gasinitsOuter Continental Shelf
(OCS) areascontingent on severa con-
ditions. An attachment showing adraft
Joint Resolutionfor the Generd Assem-
bly notesthese conditions. Oneof these
conditions statesthat no onshorefacil-
ity could be located on the Eastern
Shore.

Other conditionsincluderequire-
mentsthat nowell bedrilled within 50
milesof the shore. Therevenuefrom
thedrilling will beshared with affected
localities and can be used to support
state responseto other energy and en-
vironmenta impacts, such ascleanup of
the Bay and research into alternative
energy resources.

Thereport statesthat “the Eastern
Shore containsunique areasinconsis-
tent with operation of natura gasor ol
on-shorefacilities.” Other portionsof
thereport state that aspill could hurt
our tourism baseand Virginia stourism
brand.

At thistimeno oneknowsif sig-
nificant deposits of natural gasareon
Virginia sportion of the OCS. Explor-
ing would answer those questions. If
natural gasisfound and drilling ensues
it appearsthat the Eastern Shoremight
benefit from someshared paymentsand
royaties. Other benefitssuch asjob cre-
aionareindoubt. Hampton Roadsand
the Commonwealth of Virginiaappear
to bethe onesthat get thelion’sshare
of thebenefits.



PSA
ToRelocate to
Northampton

At the December 12, 2006 regular
Board meeting of theESVPSA, it was
decided that the singleentity Authority
would be better situated in Northamp-
ton County. Thischangewill become
effectiveon July 1, 2006.

All current projects are now in
Northampton County and includethe
eventual operation of the Bayview
Project’sWastewater Treatment Sys-
tem and Public Drinking Water Infra-
sructure, potentia oversight and opera-
tion of the Eastvilleadminigtrativecom-
plex sewer and public water systems,
and potentia surfacedrainage projects
inNorthampton County.

Artie Miles,
Public Services
Director Resigns

Public ServicesDirector Arthur C.
(Artie) Milesrecently submitted hisres-
ignation fromthe ESVPSA. It will be
effectiveat theend of January. Hewill
haveresponsibilitieswith the Virginia
operations of George, Miles& Buhr,
LLC, anengineering and architectural
firm basedin Sdlisbury, Maryland.

Paul Berge, Executive Director of
the ESVPSA and the A-NPDC said,
“Artiehasbeen avaluableasset in deal-
ingwiththe Authority’ sexidtingand pro-
posed projects during two and half
years of dynamic change for the
ESVPSA. Wewishhimwell a GMB.”
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