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Regional Housing Authority To Administer
Homeless Intervention Program

The Accomack-Northampton Re-
giona Housing Authority (A-NRHA)
will adminigter the Department of Hous-
ing and Community Development’s
HomelessIntervention Program (HIP)
for the Eastern Shoreof Virginia. The
Homeless Prevention Task Force's
November 2004 survey showed that
169 peoplewere homelessonthe East-
ern Shore. HIP seeks to prevent
homelessness by providing temporary
financia assstancethat resultsin hous-
ingandfinancid stability aswell assdlf-
aufficiency.

Servicesoffered by HIPincludeup
to 9 monthsof rental or mortgage as-
sistance, security and/or utility depos-
its, and housing counsdling to establish
and implement aself-sufficiency plan.
Personseligiblefor HIParethosewho
havenot previoudy recelved assstance
from HIP either through A-NRHA or
any other agency; areinimminent dan-
ger of losing their home or apartment
through foreclosureor eviction; areex-
periencing atemporary financial crisis
dueto unavoidablecircumstances, such
asaccident, illness, job layoff, loss of
transportation, etc.; haveexhausted all
other resources; meet incomerequire-
ments; and can demonstrate evidence
of prior sdlf-sufficiency and the poten-
tid for future salf-sufficiency.

EnrollmentinHIPisatwo step pro-
cess, with potentia clientsresponsible
for compl eting ascreening application
todlow for an evaluationto assessthe
immediateneed of and digibility for as-
sstance. A qudifying applicant will be
given an gpplication and an gppointment
for aninterview with ahousing counse-
lor. Upon verification of documenta
tionand acommitteereview of the ap-
plication, theapplicant will be notified
of theenrollment decision.

Continueddigibility for theprogram
will bedetermined onamonthly basis
by the HIP Counsdl or and based onthe

participants strong commitment to
achieving the goals outlined in their
Housing and Self-Sufficiency Plan.
Personsfacing foreclosureonaprimary
residence mortgage property may ac-
cessHIPfundsavailablein theform of
no-interest loans. The A-NRHA does
not issuegrantsfor mortgage assstance
through the HIP program. A Promis-
sory Notewill need to be executed for
all mortgage assistanceloans, aswell
asaDeed of Trust for loan amountsin
excess of $2500.

For moreinformation, contact usat
(757) 787-2800.
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23 Years After its Creation, Economic
Development Commission to End

Northampton County eliminated
funding for the Eastern Shore Economic
Deve opment Commisson (EDC) from
itsbudget, sothe Commissonwill cease
operations on September 30™. Acco-
mack and Northampton Counties
jointly createdtheEDCin 1982to pro-
mote economic development of there-
gion.

AtitsAugust 3¢ meeting, theEDC
unanimously voted to return $12,500
recently committed by the Accomack
Board of Supervisorsto the County.
The Commission appreciates
Accomack’s support but will not re-
quirethosefunds. The Commission’s

financial reserves are projected to be
enough to cover final expenses.

The EDC also requested that Ac-
comack County use $5,000 of there-
turned $12,500 to support the Eastern
Shoreoffice of the Smal BusinessDe-
velopment Center for thenext year. The
Small Business Development Center
providesimportant assistancetothelo-
cal entrepreneurswho arebuilding the
Shorée seconomy, and thesmall amount
of local fundsrequiredisabargainfor
the servicesoffered. The EDC madea
commitment to support the Small Busi-
ness Development Center prior tothe
decision to end the Commission.

Elaine Nachtrieb Meil,New PDC
Director of Planning

Elaine Nachtrieb Meil has been
promoted to PDC Director of Planning
and began her new dutieson August 1,
2005. Ms. Méeil came from the Vir-
giniaDepartment of Emergency Man-
agement and joined the PDC staff in
January of 2004 previoudy holdingthe
Regiona Planner position.

WhileRegiona Planner, shecom-
pleted the Eastern Shore Hazard | den-
tification and Risk Assessment,
Northampton Emergency Operation
Plan, and has been working to com-
pletetheHazard Mitigation Plan. She
hasa so worked on updating thetrans-
portation € ement of thecomprehensive
plans for Accomack County and
Northampton County.

Ms. Meil has a technical back-
ground withaBachelor’ sDegreefrom
Virginia Tech in Geophysics and a
Master’'sDegreefrom VCU in Urban

and Regiond Planning.

“Her technica skillsareagiant plus
tothe PDC and every department has
found her responsivenessand abilities
very helpful” said Executive Director
Paul Berge. “ Shewill continueour tra-
dition of providing the highest level of
planning servicestotheregion.”

Broadband
Initiative

Broadband Internet access is an
important tool for businessesand stu-
dents, butit’snot availableacrossmost
of Accomack County. Universal broad-
band access could help our existing
businessesstay competitiveand enable
dozensof new business start-ups.

Worcester County, Maryland has
the same problem as Accomack —
broadband Internet accessisn’t avail-
ablein most of the County. They are
tackling the problem by supporting the
Lower Shore Broadband Cooperative.
The Cooperative is going to have a
WiMax wireless broadband system
operational in Worcester County on
October 1. Thesystemwill cover the
entirecounty and will be cost-competi-
tivewithDSL. WiMax isanew wire-
less standard that can cover up to 5
milesfrom the broadcast tower and has
aconnection speed of 1.5Mbps.

Accomack County has an oppor-
tunity to encouragethe devel opment of
broadband I nternet throughout theen-
tire County, just asWorcester has. To
proceed with a broadband Internet
project, therewill haveto be: arequest
for proposals(RFP) from Internet pro-
viders, abusiness plan, asystem de-
sgn, and afinancing Strategy.

AtitsAugust meeting, the Acco-
mack Board of Supervisorsapproved
an applicationto VirginiaDepartment
of Housing and Community Develop-
ment for money to completethe project
plan. The planning grant will fund the
Request for Proposal sprocessand the
preparation of a detailed plan for a
broadband Internet system covering the
County. Theplanwill thenbeusedin
another applicationto the Community
Devel opment Block Grant program for
condructionfunding.



USGS Crater
Drilling Eventin
Eyreville

The United State Geologic Survey
isdrilling into the crater caused by the
bolidethat struck near themouth of the
Chesapeake Bay hundreds of thou-
sandsof yearsago. Thisevent istill
affecting the Eastern Shoretoday. The
USGSishaving an drilling event in
Eyrevilleon September 20th at 1 PM.

Scientistswill explainhow the East-
ern Shore’'sgroundwater isimpacted
by thebolideevent. Participantswill be
abletolook at tailings, brought up by
thedrill, under microscopesand scien-
tistswill explain what theimportance
of what these mineralsmean.

Preliminary PSA
Nassawadox
Survey Results

To assure grant funding agencies
that asufficient number of userswill be
on board to support the Northern
Northampton Wastewater Project a
user survey isin processto help gauge
levels of support. Flyers and a mass
mailing have been distributed in the
Town of Nassawadox and near vicin-
ity. Aninformationa Townmegtingwas
held with about thirty interested towns-
peoplein attendance. Additiona Town
Mestingswill behdd. Sofar, theoverdl
responseratetothemassmailingis30%
whichisgood for afirst response. Of
those responding, 40% haveindicated
interest in participating in the project,
54% are not interested, and 6% are
undecided.
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