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Comprehensive Economic Development
Strategy Updated

The Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy (CEDS) isthe
result of alocal planning processde-
signed to guide the economic growth
of anarea. It providesamechanismfor
coordinating theeffortsof individuas,
organizations, local governments, and
privateindustry concerned with eco-
nomic development.

A CEDSisasorequiredtoquaify
for Economic Development Adminis-
tration assistance under itsgrant pro-
grams. The Eastern Shorehasreceived
fundingfromtheEDA for projectssuch
asAccomack Airport Industria Park,
Cape Charles Sustainable Technol ogy
Park, and the Mid-Atlantic
Regiona Spaceport.

TheA-NPDC updatesthe
Eastern Shore’'sCEDSannu-
ally. Thisyear’supdate made
minor adjustmentsto project
priorities and added the
“Academical Village” to
project list.

TheAcademicd Villageis
aprojectinitiated by the East-
ern ShoreRegiond Partnership
to createrental gpartmentsfor
teachers, and itisnamed after
Thomas Jefferson’sdesignfor
an*“academical village” a the

University of Virginia. Thegoal of the
project isto make it easier to recruit
new teachersto the Shore. Recruitment
of teachersiscurrently mademoredif-
ficult by thelack of quality apartments
availablefor rent.

All of theprojectsinthe CEDS are
important to the region and many fac-
torsimpact theurgency withwhichthey
aredeve oped. Thefollowinglist places
the projectsin apriority order asre-
quired by the CEDS process. Thepri-
oritiesare reviewed and updated an-
nudly.

1. Workforce Training & Business

Development Center

The “ Academical Village” at the
University of Virginia

2.

11
12.

Wallops Research Park & Com-
mercidization Center

Wastewater Treatment Systems
Improvement & Development
Broadband Internet Access
Downtown Revitdization

Eastern Shore Defense Alliance/
USNavy SCSC

Regional Trails(Bird, Bike, Heri-
tage)

Academicd Village

Regiona Food System

. Cape Charles Sustainable Technal-

ogy Park
Accomack Airport Industrial Park
Mid-Atlantic Regiona Spaceport
13.  Wholesale Farmers
Market & Seafood Market
14. RevolvingLoanFund
Theeconomy of the East-
ern Shoreof Virginiaischang-
ing and strengthening. The
condructionindustry isboom-
ing. Thetourism industry is
strong. Small businessesare
revitalizing our traditional
downtowns. Thereisthe po-
tentia for significant new ac-
tivity by NASA and theNavy
at Wallopsldand. Asaregion,
our economic futureismore
promising than ever.



Seaside Water Trail Plan
Presentations Held

Presentationson thedraft Seaside
Water Trail Plan were held in Acco-
mack County, Northampton County,
and the Town of Chincoteague during
April 2004. The Seaside Water Trail
Plan identifies canoe and kayak pad-
diingroutesonthe Seasdeof Virginia's
Eastern Shore, and recommends needs
for canoe and kayak launch site im-
provements, safety, and resource con-
servation.

Thedraft Seaside Water Trail Plan
isbased on publicinput fromworkshops
heldintheFall of 2003. The planrec-
ommends a water trail route for ad-

vanced paddlersfrom Eastern Shore of
VirginiaNational Wildlife Refugeto
ChincoteagueNationd WildlifeRefuge,
with connections to the Assateague
Canoe Trail and Greenbackville.
Shorter routesfor beginner and inter-
mediate paddlersareidentified at the
20 publicly owned launch siteson the
Seaside.

The plan stresses the need for
kayak safety and protection of natural
resources through development of a
water trail map and guideand web Site,
which are being developed. Theplan
also recommendsinstallation of float-

ing docks to improve launch sitesin
Accomack County, Northampton
County, and the Towns of Chinco-
teague and Wachapreague.
TheSeasdeWater Tral Plan, which
isbeing developed by the A-NPDCin
cooperation with Accomack County,
Northampton County, the Town of
Chincoteague, isaproject of the Vir-
giniaCoastd Program’s Seaside Heri-
tage Program. For more information
about the Seaside Water Trail Plan,
contact JJm McGowan, A-NPDC Di-
rector of Planning, at 757-787-2936.

Eastern Shore of Virginia Public Service
Authority Update

The Eastern Shoreof VirginiaPub-
lic Service Authority (ESVPSA) has
tentatively entered into an agreement
with Draper Aden Associatesfor aPre-
liminary Engineering Report (PER) to
determinethefeasdibility of takingonthe
operationsof the sewagetreatment and
public water supply facilities at the
NASA-Wallops Flight Facility. If
deemed feasible, the authority could
serve NASA-WFF and outsideprivate
interestsin which NASA has astake
but cannot at present servedirectly. This
partnership could givethe Authority a
firmfoundation onwhichtobuildinthe
future,

The potential for two major sew-
agetreatment plantsto serve 1) centra
Accomack County and 2) northern
Northampton County continuesto be
considered. Property for such plantsis
intheprocessof beingacquired. Inthe

case of the Northampton County sys-
tem, apurchase option for property is
being reviewed by both parties’ attor-
neys. The Authority Board has com-
pleted review of the PER and hasgiven
the go-ahead to proceed with present-
ing the planto both Boards of Supervi-
sorsand the Townsinvolved.

NASA Wallops Island Flight Facility

The most urgent item on the
Authority’ sagendaistheacceptance of
theBayview sawvageand water systems.
Minor problemsare being attended to
by thevariouscontractors. Oncethese
are completed to the satisfaction of the
Hed th Department and other regulatory
agencies, find platsaresigned and ap-
propriate land transfers have taken
place, the Authority will take over the
operation, maintenance and billing for
both systems.

There continuesto be much inter-
est from other outside entitiesregard-
ingwhat the Authority may eventually
beabletodo. Small sewagetreatment
plant operators have expressed inter-
est as well as some Towns. Asthe
Authority gearsup itsoperations, itis
hopethat it will beableto servedl who
wish to be served.



Monika Upshur,
Housing
Specialist

MonikaUpshur hasjoined the Ac-
comeack-Northampton Planning Didtrict
Commission staff asHousing Special-
ist and Section 8 Inspector.

Monikaisagraduate of Northamp-
ton High School and KeeBusinessCol-
lege. Shealso servedinthe Army and
received training in Specia Electronic
DevicesRepair. Most recently Monika
worked at Perdue Farms Inc. as an
electrician.

Monika is a mother of two,
Jonathan and Brettani. In her sparetime
shelovesto read and write poetry.

Monikawill beanimportant asset
to the Section 8 program and a wel-
comeadditiontothe A-NPDC staff.

Stork Makes
Delivery to the
Walker Family

A-NPDC Adminigrative Ass stant
Tabbi Walker ispleased to announce
thebirth of her son, Seth Adam Walker.
Baby Sethwasborn March 31t at 4:56
pm and weighed 9 Ibs 3.3 0z; 20.25
incheslong.

Congratul ationsto Tabbi and Scotty
Walker on the new addition to their

happy family!

Accomack-Northampton Planning District

Commission

23372 Front Street
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Accomac, Virginia 23301

How to Contact
the A-NPDC

If you have questionsor comments
about anythinginthispublication, please
don’t hesitate to contact the Planning
Digtrict Commisson.

Phone 757-787-2936
Toll Free 866-787-3001
E-Mail anpdc@a-npdc.org
Website www.a-npdc.org
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