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Eastern Shore Hazard Identification
and Risk Assessment

The Eastern ShoreHazard | denti-
fication and Risk Assessment, funded
through agrant fromthe VirginiaDe-
partment of Emergency Management
and FEMA, will bethefirst steptore-
ducing thedamageassociated with natu-
ral disastersby examiningrisk in both
Accomack and Northampton Counties.
ThisisPhasel in meeting thefedera
reguirement for both countiesand the
Town of Chincoteague to have local
hazard mitigation plans.

Thefedera government has docu-
mented an increase in disaster costs.
For thisreason, FEMA isencouraging
reduction in damages to private and
public property through mitigation.
Mitigationisany sustained action taken
toreduceor diminatethelong-termrisk
to human lifeand property from haz-
ards. FEMA encourages mitigation
through severa grant programs. Inthe
future, those grantswill only beavail-
ableif dl locd jurisdictionshaveamiti-
gationplan.

An Eastern ShoreHazard Mitiga-
tion Committeeisbeing formed with
membersfrom both counties, several
townsand other organizationsfromall
over the Eastern Shore. Itisexpected
that the Eastern Shore Hazard | dentifi-
cation and Risk Assessment will be
completed by next September. The Vir-

giniaDepartment of Emergency Man-
agementisreviewinganadditiond grant
request, for Hurricane | sabel disaster
funding, to complete an Eastern Shore
Hazard Mitigation Plan that meetsthe
requirement for hazard mitigetion plans.

Hurricanelsabel recently affected
the Eastern Shore. Shewasthe latest
sorminalong history of coastdl storms
affecting the Eastern Shoresince Co-
lonia times. On average, over thelast
71 yearsthe Eastern Shore hasexperi-
enced amajor coastal storm approxi-
mately onceevery 6years.

Accomack County officidsesimete
that 16.6% of the county’shomesare

inthe 100-year flood zone. That rep-
resents about 6,359 people who are
vulnerableto flooding. Northampton
County officials estimate that a Cat-
egory 3 hurricane could affect up to
4,930 of the county’s people. Other
natural hazardsal so cause damage, in-
cluding winter wegther, tornados, wild-
firesand drought.

All residentsof the Eastern Shore
will benefit from hazard mitigation plan-
ning. By consgderingthelocd disasters
that could occur the county officialsand
residents can make the best decision
about to keep themselves, their fami-
liesand property safe.




Enterprise Zone
Seminar

MikeL ocher of Goodman & Com-
pany will make a presentation about
Enterprise Zoneincentives on Febru-
ary 24 at 6:00 pm at Little Italy Res-
taurant in Nassawadox. All of
Northampton County and portions of
Accomack County areincludedinan
EnterpriseZone.

TheVirginiaEnterprise Zone pro-
gram providesincentivesto companies
that create new full-timejobsor invest
inrea estateimprovements. Threesub-
dantid financid incentivesareavailable
to encourage bus nesslocationsand ex-
pansionswithintheZone:

The General Income Tax Credit
providestenyearsof creditsagainst the
Virginialncome Tax. 80% reduction
of 1st year’stax, and 60% reductionin
years 2 through 10.

The Real Property Improvement
Tax Credit providesaVirginialncome
Tax credit of 30% of qudified zoneim-
provements (not to exceed $125,000
ina5-year period). New construction
projects must cost at |east $250,000.

If thecompany’stax ligbility islessthan
thecredit earned, theremaining balance
will bepaid directly to thecompany.

Businessesareeligibletoreceive
job grantsfor three consecutiveyears
after increasing total employment by at
least 10%. Virginiawill provide the
businesswith a$1,000 grant per year
for each Zoneresident hired to a per-
manent full-time job. $500 will be
granted for each non-Zone resident
hired to apermanent full-timejob for
the same 3-year period.

Enterprise zoneincentivesaresub-
ject to reduction by state budgetary
congraints.

The seminar is sponsored by the
Small Business Devel opment Center,
the Eastern Shore Chamber of Com-
merce, Eastern Shore Community Col-
lege and the Eastern Shoreof Virginia
Economic Development Commission.

To attend the presentation, please
pre-register by calling Sarah Gromow
at the Small Business Development
Center, 789-3418.

David Annis Appointed to
NCALL Board

David F. Annis, Director of Hous-
ing Production for the Accomack-
Northampton Planning District Com-
mission, has been appointed to the
Board of Directors of the National
Council on Agricultura Lifeand Labor
Research Fund, Inc(NCALL).

NCALL isaDelware based non-
profit corporation that providestechni-
cal assistance and pre-development

loansto housing organizationsand de-
velopers of affordable housing. The
technical assistanceincludeshelping
build capacity of non-profits, and de-
veloping and packaging funding appli-
cationsfor avariety of Stateand Fed-
eral housing programs. NCALL pro-
videsthese servicesinan areathat in-
cludes 21 states.

Free
Lead Safety
Training for

Building
Contractors

The Accomack-Northampton
Planning District Commission and the
Eastern Shore Community Collegewill
soon offer freelead safety training for
building contractors. Aspart of Acco-
mack County’s Eastern Shore Lead
SafeHomes Planning Grant there will
bethreelevelsof training:

* A Renovator/Remodeler class
that will teach Lead Safe Work Prac-
ticesand OSHA standardsfor work-
ing with lead hazards. (1-day class)

* A LeadWorker classthat will
give participantsthe necessary training
to becomelicensed L ead Workers (2-
day class)

* A Lead Supervisorsclassthat
will give participants the necessary
training to become Lead Abatement
Contractors (4-day class).

Thegoal of thetrainingisto help
contractorsfill thegrowing demandfor
lead abatement servicesandtoincrease
contractor availability for housing pro-
grams. Currently, if citizensneed lead
abatement services, they haveto hire
licensed |ead contractorsfrom off the
Eastern Shore.

Thefirst week in March hasbeen
tentatively scheduled for some of the
classes. Freespacesintheclasseswill
belimitedinnumber and areonly avail-
ableto contractorsfromVirginia sEast-
ern Shore. For moreinformation, con-
tact Heather Garvis, Community De-
velopment Coordinator for the Acco-
mack-Northampton Planning District
Commission at 757-787-2936.



Accomack County
Appointments
to Boards and Committees

Accomack County Board of Su-
pervisors have madethefollowing ap-
pointmentsto Boardsand Committees:

Supervisor WandaJ. Thornton has
been appointed to the Accomack-
Northampton Planning District Com-
mission replacing former Supervisor
C.D.Fleming, J.

Supervisor LauraBelle Gordy has
been appointed to the Eastern Shore
of VirginiaRegiona Partnershipreplac-
ing Supervisor Gregory Duncan.

Supervisor Thomas J. Matthews

has been appointed to the Eastern Shore
of VirginiaPublic Service Authority re-
placing Supervisor LauraBelle Gordy.

Supervisor Thomas J. Matthews
and Citizen Donald Sawyer have been
appointed to the Accomack-
Northampton Housing and Redeve op-
ment Corporation.

Supervisor Thomas J. Matthews
has been appointed to the Eastern Shore
of VirginiaGround Water Committee
replacing former Supervisor C.D.
Fleming, J.
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How to Contact
the A-NPDC

If you have questionsor comments
about anythinginthispublication, please
don’t hesitate to contact the Planning
Digtrict Commisson.

Phone 757-787-2936
Toll Free 866-787-3001
E-Mail anpdc@esva.net
Website www.a-npdc.org
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